
STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

NEUROTRAUMA ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
June 22, 2005 

 
Present:  Stella Wong (Acting Chair), Joyce Arizumi, Lyna Burian, Angie Enoka, Ian Mattoch, 
Scott Sagum,  Lori Suan, Milton Takara 
 
Absent:  Carolyn Gagala, Glenn Morgan, John Noland, Peter Rossi, Curtis Tom, John Tomoso 
 
DOH Staff: Aaron Arakaki, Ken Fukuhara, Curtis Inouye, Lester Matsumoto 
 
Others:  Rita Manriquez (STBIAB), Hal Kahikina (STBIAB), Karen Seth (Queens Neuroscience 
Institute)l Phil Crowe, PBRRTC; Bill Rodrigues; Albert Burian; Dan Galanis (DoH, Injury 
Prevention); Louis Erteschik (HDRC) 
 
Acting Chair Stella Wong called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. 
 
I. Minutes of April 22, 2005 – were reviewed and approved. 
 
II. Review of Agenda – accepted with no changes by members. 
 
III. New Business 
 

A. Presentation by Dan Galanis, IPCP, ED Data on TBI and SCI 
 
  Dan Galanis, from the Injury Prevention and Control Program of the Department of 

Health conducted a presentation for Board members on newly acquired emergency 
department (ED) discharge data on Spinal Cord and Traumatic Brain Injuries 
covering years 2000 to 2002.  Attached is the powerpoint presentation for reference.  
Dan also compared  ED data with previously acquired hospital admissions data.   

 
  The data reflects an increase in TBI injuries in both the ED and hospital discharge 

areas.  Dan also mentioned that data obtained reflects an increase in e-coding, which 
identifies causation. 

 
  In the area on Spinal Cord Injuries, ED visits remained stable during the years 2001 

and 2002.  With regard to hospital admissions data, the number of hospital 



admissions decreased from 90 to 70 cases from 2001 to 2002 and increased to 93 
cases in 2003. IV. Old Business 

 
A. Subcommittee Updates 

 
1. Legislative – No updates to report. 
 
2. Education – Per Subcommittee Chair Joyce Arizumi, the subcommittee has 

been focusing its efforts on marketing of the neurotrauma help line.  Activities 
they have been working on include listing the help line number in the State 
Government “frequently called numbers” and on the Aloha United Way 211 
directory.  Both of these activities are completed.  In addition, Bus Placards 
are in process, work has been on-going with the Rehabilitation Hospital of the 
Pacific regarding a discharge for to assist the DOH in identifying individuals 
with NT injuries.  A future activity mentioned was to work with pharmacies to 
increase awareness of the NT help line.   
 
Chair Arizumi invited those present to inform her of any guest speakers for 
Board meetings.  Board member Lyna Burian mentioned that the BIA-HI 
developed a resource guide a number of years ago and mentioned that the 
subcommittee could assist in updating the guide. 

 
3. Special Fund Update – fund balance is in excess of $900,000.  No other 

reports. 
 

4. Registry Update – Chair Lori Suan reported that there was an 
interdepartmental meeting between the DDD and IPCP to identify and 
coordinate data needs.  The subcommittee also will be looking at previously 
identified ICD 9 codes/trauma codes, as well as Stroke codes (with assistance 
from a Queen’s Hospital representative).  Queen’s Hospital also has a trauma 
registry and the subcommittee would like information on how we can work 
with them on obtaining data.   

 
 

D. STBIAB Update 
 
 STBIAB member Rita Manriquez reported that she has been involved in 

educational activities on the island of Kauai regarding TBI and works closely the 
Kauai Centers for Independent Living.  

 
E. DoH Update 

 
As mentioned previously at the beginning of the meeting, the DOH will continue 
their efforts in working with the Rehabilitation Hospital and Education 
Subcommittee on a discharge form for DOH to utilize. 

 
IV. Announcements – no announcements 

 



V. Next Meeting 
Date:  October 10, 2005   

 Time:  1:00 p.m. 
 Place:  Capitol Center and Kapolei VCC and neighbor island sites 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 

Recorded by:  Aaron Arakaki 
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